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Social Construct & Women in Angela Carter’s novels
Ajay N. Abhyankar

The modern literature deals with the feminist perspectives on
sexuality and gender, as well as gender roles in the sense of them
being socially and culturally conditioned. Violence and fear is
presented by the female writers which were imposed on the female
gender by the society. The male domination destroys the female
desires both mental and physical. Angela carter deals with the same
gender issue with the concept of gender and culture and tries to alter
the so called gender role assigned by the society. Angela carter
materializes the universal fear and personifies and represented through
the concept of magical realism.

The novels by Angela Carter,are carnivalized texts that
explode sexist ideologies and exposethe relative nature of prevailing
truths. The narratives of her novels arecontrolled by their female
protagonists. As performing artistes they are typical carnival -
grotesque characters. For example, Fewers, the heroine of Nights at
theCircus is an aerialiste while Nora and Dora in Wise Children are
music hallartistes. All three of them belong to the ignoble section of
society marked by shame and infamy. Fewers is an orphan brought up
in a brothel whereas Dora and Nora are illegitimate twins disowned by
their father. Nevertheless, the ability of the heroines to shatter all
cultural and sexist differences makes the final victory theirs. True to
the function of the carnival,all social, sexist and cultural barriers are
overthrown thereby allowing for the free mingling of people. By
taking control of their own story, the female narrators assume a
position of authority from where they freely express their thoughts
and feelings without the intervention of the male voice.

She had worked in a various cultures and so we can see the
influence of the same in her works. In the beginning of her career she
questioned culturally accepted views of sexuality and relations
between men and women.In the late 1980s Carter’s writings occupied
a central position within debates about feminist pluralism and post-
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modernism.In her novels Carter dramatized how the worlds of the
Western world were breaking down.She wrote,” I am the pure product
of an advanced, industrialized, post-imperialist country in
decline” Her interest in changing gender roles formed the basis for her
novels.

The reality is too severe for awoman to live it. Therefore,
Carter tries to escape from it through magical elements like dreams
and fantasies. She severely attacks the male dominated society at the
same time she has an angry pity for suffering women. We see, she
presents her anger for the suffering of women in her novels. Carter’s
novels reveal her notable energy andunusual variety of imagination.
Her novels are full of fantasies, dreams and mythologies but at the
same time Carter take us back from fancies to realities. Awoman’s
specialty of life in male dominated society is suffering. Carter’s use of
magical elements provides the outlet to the suffering of women. When
her novels like The Magic Toyshop and Wise Children stay
themselves in aworld of reality whereas the novels like The Passion of
New Eve, The Infernal Desire Machines of Doctor Hoffman and
Nights at the Circusare detachedfrom reality that is her characters
dreamtheir life instead of living it. Infact women do not live,but only
dream their life. In this way her novels presents the condition of tragic
women.

Angela Carter highlighted the feminist ideology through
magical realism. It examines how her feminist ideology has lead her,
and how her ideology is different from the other feminists of the time.
She isnot of the view to glorify mythical and traditional women but to
create strong and new women in search of her own views. Her novels
try to create a new body and soul forwoman. She talks about all the
ideals of feminism on women’s construction and liberation.
Carter’snovels project her clear vision about the construction and her
liberation from conventional ideology. Carter constructs every aspect
of New Woman under patriarchal pressure and seeks women’s
freedom. This is also anattempt to see Carter’s unconventional ways of
making her feminist ideology in relation to postmodern views.
Feminism is faithful to the struggle for equality and liberation of
women. It is anecessary resistance to patriarchal power. It usually
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raises the criticism of male attitudes towards female, imposition of
culture on women, inferiority of women. Postmodern ideology is
concerned with some of the new features of our way of life. It points
out that the concepts like patriarchy are not natural but it is cultural and
imposed by male dominated society. Postmodernism ideology
interrogates, evaluates, overturns and disrupts. Postmodernism is a
reaction against modernity. The exploration of cultural ideology and
feminist perspectives is asignificant element of postmodernism.
Postmodern ideology is the way for a successful feminism.
Postmodernism and feminism are corresponding to each other.

It focuses on the term magical realism used by Carter to attack
and expose the authority of male British ruling classes, their dominant
culture and exposed realistic pictures of society. It also focused on the
life and exploitations of women, and protest for social justice. It is
imperative that the feminist discourse presented in her novels as a
whole is understood by looking at her novels collectively. Her
achievement to problematize the woman's position in the family unit
and her attention to the fissures and gaps in the structures and
institutions of patriarchy is focused. Since Carter’s novels are
repositories of such a vast potential, this tries to study her novel
approach to women and their scope for liberation from patriarchy. An
earnest attempt has been made to trace the elements of feminism in her
novels, and to examine whether her unconventional manner of
speaking about women and their experience evidence any of the
peculiarities of postmodernism. Her novels, Wise Children, Nights at
the Circus, The Passion of New Eve, The Infernal Desire Machines of
Dr.Hoffman and The Magic Toyshop which have been selected for this
study talk about liberty and developed a new way of thinking through
the concept of magical realism. Carter dealt with an approach to
feminism and the female sexuality, the myth and perceptions of
contemporary society and how it challenges our understanding of
female versus male sexuality and gender issues.

The main concern of Carter is emancipation of women from
the clutches of men. It is desire of every woman to live free and happy
life and to search her own identity. Women are always given the
inferior position in the society. The society always follows the culture
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and tradition of the period. Almost all the culture and traditions have
given inferior role to women. The women are always sufferers either in
the high culture or low culture. If we see religious philosophy, women
are given inferior role and considered as lower creature. The patriarchy
always suppressed the women and considers her role limited within the
house. There is always dominance of men over women. The structure
of the society is built in such a way ‘that, it becomes impossible for
women to overcome of that structure and traditions. It is because of this
suppression there aroused feminist ideology to give expression to their
ideas of free women. There are many women writer expressed their
ideas and thought against the oppressive nature of society. It was also
impossible to them to talk directly against the social system as it is has
strong political support. Therefore many feminist writers either used
symbols or imagery to write against prevailing social structure. They
used many literary devices like symbols, imagery, fantasy, fairy tales
and the supernatural elements to write against the social structure and
its oppressive nature. Angela Carter is also one such novelist who
attack the British society with the help of literary device like magical
realism.

In this way present study investigate, the way in which Angela
Carter addresses the quest for female empowerment and subordinate
gender role. Carter challenges the culture, tradition and the female
oppression in the family and how women have managed to overcome
aspects of their discrimination in a male-dominated society. The
concept of magical realism proved a means for female emancipation
from patriarchy. Carter tried to change the attitude of the society
through her female protagonist. As she was an educated woman with
activist roots, she took up an interest for feminist theories and
empowering narrative. In her fiction, Carter has continuously strived to
attack the mythologies by which men run the society. The aim of the
feminist writer is to write against the evil of the culture. Carter
obviously also takes her chance to discuss sexuality and gender in
culture. The artistic heritage is predominantly male while women most
of the time only serve as an object of their art. In Wise Children, all-
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female performers on the surface conform to the myth of the seductive
woman.

Angela Carter offers an inside look into the fraudulent
suppression by a gendered society and strives for an empowerment of
its victimized women. The novel suggests several solutions to achieve
a better societal future in the patriarchal matrix. However, it is even
more so invested in asking questions. When Carter proposes a new
kind of societal model through the introduction of several characters,
she remains wary of subscribing to just another ideological myth. And
despite the obvious urge to break away from the society as it is, the text
suggests that its author is “aware of the immeasurable strength which
the dominant myths of society have assumed in our collective minds.
She is aware that this communal feeling brings human subjects back to
a type of family. Carter definitely defends a gradual change and hopes
to make her readers just a bit wiser about the world. Hence, we could
say that her novels are liberating novels in that it allows its readers to
develop individual myths by which to live in a better and empowered
future.

In this way, Carter presents a patriarchal community that backs
up male power and authority. She places her protagonist in the middle
of a patriarchal system. The patriarchal culture praises the male and
ignores the needs of the female members in the family. It is the male-
dominated world where all men have the right to do anything while the
women must keep silent and obedient. The privacy and rights of
individuals are defined according to the gender of people. Carter
analyzes family as an institution in detail throughout her work. She
examines the family institution in terms of the power structure and
depicts male as the masculine authority. Victorian society is so certain
about gender roles. Even Victorian female novelists are in a problem.
That is to say, they want to be equal with men but do not want to seem
unwomanly. It is an era when the female ask for equality. Gamble says,
Carter takes the issue from the aspect of “femininity and female
subordination as cultural constructs” She refers to the idea that women
are accepted as the female gender that is constructed by society.
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As Gamble explains in her book, Carter plays with the roots of
the patriarchal system which constructs even individuals’ identities.
She points to the idea that all system is based on the superiority of the
male gender which is created by sex difference. She refers to the
association of power with the male individual as opposed to passivity
and submission with the female. She places the rape as the climax and
makes her closure with a confession of an incestuous relationship.
Carter’s point is to emphasize the understanding that women are
exposed to make decisions and commands. She is subject to him in all
senses. No matter how violent the act is, “rape is a sign of male power
and authority over female” The matter is that male domination is based
on sexual grounds. Carter points to the sex violence association (o
ensure male power in gender relations. What it conveys is about the
roles of male and female genders within and outside the house.

To clarify, sex and gender are based on the power structure
which gives no recognition for woman’s sexuality. In line with this, all
individuals are subject to the castration process which inflects identities
according to genders. A woman is expected to become conformists as
the female gender even though patriarchal gendering ignores her
sexuality.

She criticizes that conventional women are not even aware that
they live with false identities. Their minds are fully kept with the idea
of being complementary to men in some ways. They are not aware of
their perceptions of sexuality. Thus they are alienated from their pure
identity. Nevertheless, Carter introduces Margaret in such a way that
she turns out to be a seeming conformist in the end. Thus she depicts
the possible results of oppression on women. Women who are alienated
from their conventional female image could reveal their desires
through unacceptable ways. Thus Carter points to the fact that women
are doomed to be alienated into the female image. Any heterodoxy by
women causes further oppression and alienation.

To conclude, Carter object to patriarchal oppression which
castrates women’s sexuality to ensure male superiority. She opposes
the dictation of sexual preferences because it ignores women’s
perception of sexuality. Women are given no chance to explore their
perceptions of sexuality. The women who are expected to become the
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female are alienated into false identities. They become alienated from
their pure identities. That is why Carter opposed the idea of gender-
based on biological sexes. She also points out the ambiguities in
women’s position in society through her protagonists. She specifically
opposes the financial dependence of women on men. Carter simply
suggests equality for females and males. She supports the idea of
privacy for women to ensure freedom of sexual preference, tendency,
and behavior. She gives the idea that the problem of oppression
especially on women’s sexuality could be worked out through
independence for women and equal rights in education and the house.
Thus she means to destroy the idea of gender as a social construct
because it leads women into alienation.
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